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(Mr. COCHRAN) was added as a cospon-
sor of S. 3673, a bill to amend the Pa-
tient Protection and Affordable Care 
Act to repeal certain limitations on 
tax health care benefits. 

S. 3709 
At the request of Mr. WHITEHOUSE, 

the name of the Senator from Con-
necticut (Mr. LIEBERMAN) was added as 
a cosponsor of S. 3709, a bill to amend 
the Public Health Services Act and the 
Social Security Act to extend health 
information technology assistance eli-
gibility to behavioral health, mental 
health, and substance abuse profes-
sionals and facilities, and for other 
purposes. 

S. 3767 
At the request of Mr. LEAHY, the 

name of the Senator from Illinois (Mr. 
DURBIN) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
3767, a bill to establish appropriate 
criminal penalties for certain knowing 
violations relating to food that is mis-
branded or adulterated. 

S. 3786 
At the request of Mr. KERRY, the 

names of the Senator from Vermont 
(Mr. SANDERS) and the Senator from Il-
linois (Mr. DURBIN) were added as co-
sponsors of S. 3786, a bill to amend the 
Internal Revenue Code of 1986 to per-
mit the Secretary of the Treasury to 
issue prospective guidance clarifying 
the employment status of individuals 
for purposes of employment taxes and 
to prevent retroactive assessments 
with respect to such clarifications. 

S. CON. RES. 39 
At the request of Mr. MENENDEZ, the 

name of the Senator from Maine (Ms. 
SNOWE) was added as a cosponsor of S. 
Con. Res. 39, a concurrent resolution 
expressing the sense of the Congress 
that stable and affordable housing is an 
essential component of an effective 
strategy for the prevention, treatment, 
and care of human immunodeficiency 
virus, and that the United States 
should make a commitment to pro-
viding adequate funding for the devel-
opment of housing as a response to the 
acquired immunodeficiency syndrome 
pandemic. 

S. CON. RES. 63 
At the request of Mr. JOHNSON, the 

name of the Senator from South Caro-
lina (Mr. DEMINT) was added as a co-
sponsor of S. Con. Res. 63, a concurrent 
resolution expressing the sense of Con-
gress that Taiwan should be accorded 
observer status in the International 
Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO). 

S. RES. 619 
At the request of Mr. UDALL of New 

Mexico, the name of the Senator from 
New Hampshire (Mrs. SHAHEEN) was 
added as a cosponsor of S. Res. 619, a 
resolution expressing the sense of the 
Senate that the Senate of each new 
Congress is not bound by the Rules of 
previous Senates. 

f 

STATEMENTS ON INTRODUCED 
BILLS AND JOINT RESOLUTIONS 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and 
Ms. COLLINS): 

S. 3794. A bill to amend chapter 5 of 
title 40, United States Code, to include 
organizations whose membership com-
prises substantially veterans as recipi-
ent organizations for the donation of 
Federal surplus personal property 
through State agencies; to the Com-
mittee on Homeland Security and Gov-
ernmental Affairs. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, today, I 
am introducing bipartisan legislation 
to add military veterans to the list of 
groups eligible to receive excess prop-
erty donations from the Federal Gov-
ernment. The sacrifices that members 
of our armed forces make every day for 
us and our country cannot be over-
stated, and I welcome any opportunity 
to recognize their services. While this 
bill is a small token, it is another ef-
fort to give back to our military vet-
erans. I encourage the Senate to act 
swiftly and pass this bill. 

The FOR VETS Act will enable mili-
tary veterans to receive surplus goods 
donations through the Federal Govern-
ment’s property distribution program. 
The types of property donated through 
this program include computers, 
trucks, snowmobiles, home appliances, 
and electronics. These are items that 
would be of good use to our military 
veterans, and which they should have 
the opportunity to claim. 

The administrator of General Serv-
ices oversees this property distribution 
program, which currently donates 
property to medical institutions, pro-
viders of assistance to the homeless, 
universities, and child care facilities, 
among others. Given the surplus of 
available goods, military veterans’ 
groups are simply being added into this 
pool of recipients for goods that might 
otherwise go unused. 

I am pleased to be joined by the 
Homeland Security and Government 
Affairs Committee Ranking Member, 
Senator COLLINS, in sponsoring this 
legislation. This is a bipartisan effort, 
as legislation to support our veterans 
should always be, and I hope Congress 
will come together to promptly send 
this legislation to the President to be 
signed into law. 

Mr. President, I ask unanimous con-
sent the text of the bill be printed in 
the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the text of 
the bill was ordered to be printed in 
the RECORD, as follows: 

S. 3794 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Formerly 
Owned Resources for Veterans to Express 
Thanks for Service Act of 2010’’ or ‘‘FOR 
VETS Act of 2010’’. 
SEC. 2. RECIPIENTS OF CERTAIN FEDERAL SUR-

PLUS PERSONAL PROPERTY. 
Section 549(c)(3)(B) of title 40, United 

States Code, is amended— 
(1) in clause (viii), by striking ‘‘or’’ after 

the semicolon; 
(2) in clause (ix), by striking the period and 

inserting ‘‘; or’’; and 
(3) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(x) an organization whose membership 
comprises substantially veterans (as defined 
under section 101 of title 38).’’. 

By Mr. LEAHY (for himself and 
Mr. BROWNBACK): 

S. 3798. A bill to authorize appropria-
tions of United States assistance to 
help eliminate conditions in foreign 
prisons and other detentions facilities 
that do not meet minimum human 
standards of health, sanitation, and 
safety, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 

Mr. LEAHY. Mr. President, I am very 
pleased to join today with the Senator 
from Kansas, Senator BROWNBACK, in 
introducing a piece of legislation that 
has already attracted broad support 
from across the social and political 
spectrum. 

This bill, titled the Foreign Prison 
Conditions Improvement Act of 2010, 
seeks to address a much neglected, 
global human rights problem—the in-
humane treatment of people in foreign 
prisons and other detention facilities. 

On any given day, millions of people 
are languishing in foreign prisons, 
many awaiting trial not yet having 
been formally charged or proven guilty 
of anything, deprived of their freedom 
for years longer than they could have 
been sentenced to prison if convicted. 
Others convicted of crimes, often after 
woefully unfair trials, including for 
nothing more than peacefully express-
ing political or religious beliefs or de-
fending human rights. Regardless of 
their status they have one thing in 
common. They are deprived of the most 
basic rights and necessities—safe 
water, adequate food, essential medical 
care, personal safety, and dignity. 

Anyone who has been inside one of 
these facilities, or seen photographs or 
the press reports of what they are like, 
understands that I am talking about 
the mistreatment of human beings in 
ways that are reminiscent of the Dark 
Ages. 

A few examples are all that are need-
ed to illustrate the point. In Haiti’s 
National Penitentiary before the Janu-
ary 12th earthquake, more than 4,000 
prisoners were confined in a space built 
for less than 900. Many did not have 
room to lie down and had to sleep 
standing up. Sanitation was practically 
non-existent. Deadly contagious dis-
eases were rampant. The overwhelming 
majority of inmates had never been 
formally charged, never seen a lawyer 
or a judge. The earthquake damaged 
the prison and the prison guards fled, 
leaving the inmates to fend for them-
selves without food or water. They 
managed to get out, but the squalid fa-
cility is quickly filling up again. Today 
I am told the conditions there are 
worse than ever. 

A recent newspaper article described 
how in Benin, in West Africa, maggots 
digest the bodies of dead prisoners. The 
skin of prisoners is ragged from the ex-
traction of fly larvae, a scourge that is 
symptomatic of the deplorable condi-
tions. Many inmates suffer from tuber-
culosis, scabies, parasites, lung infec-
tions or other illnesses. The prison in 
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